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Major social, political and cultural changes during the Joseon period of Korea (pre‐Japanese occupation). How did these changes affect the lives of Koreans during this time?
Josean Dynasty lasted for 500 years, a period that experienced different social, political, and cultural changes. Buddhism philosophy, an ideology which was considered corrupt, was replaced by Neo-Confucianism, a philosophy that advocated for modesty in all spheres of life. Artwork and scientific invention developed through the fostering of scientific as well as social events and projects. Confucianism emphasized ritual propriety, and as a result, several ceremonies were conducted regularly by the kings. A class of military men and cultural leaders was the highest social class, who were the guardians of morality in society. Due to Confucian ideas and hierarchical values, Koreans adopted the dichotomy of gender, thereby affecting living arrangements; men could live in east quarters and women in the west. Daily lives of Koreans became that of genre painting focusing on work and leisure. There was a development of social relations such as filial piety and respecting the seniors and the aged, which are observed to date. Cultural heritage in cuisine, architecture, and literary arts were enriched.
The effects (what could be considered positive and/or negative) of Japanese imperialism in Korea (1910‐1945).  What changes did Japanese imperialism bring to Korea? How did this affect the Korean people, and what were their responses to these changes?
When Japan invaded Korea, they exercised harsh rule through the use of the military, which crushed any Korean attempt to go against their laws. Koreans conducted a nationwide protest which saw Japan relax its ruthless rule by giving Koreans freedom of expression. During this rule, Korean society experienced drastic urban growth, development of commerce, and growth of culture in radio and cinema. Due to their mixed reasons for industrialization, there was distorted development leading to mixed legacy in the country. However, Korea became second in development, after Japan, in Asia. Koreans were subjected to forced labor in factories and were converted to become soldiers in war. Women were used as sexual slaves by Japanese soldiers. The colonialists pressured Koreans to change from Koreans to Japanese names, which they complied with to avoid conflicts. After Japan surrendered during the Second World War, Korea was divided into two regions; The Republic of Korea and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.
Independence efforts in the U.S. (by Korean Americans) against Japanese colonialism. Who were some of the leaders of the efforts? How did everyday Korean Americans contribute to the cause? Why were US efforts so important? How did they differ from efforts in Korea?
In the United States of America, Koreans residing there began activist activities to help in liberating Koreans from Japanese colonial rule. As a result, the activists sent representatives, led by Syngman Rhee, to Paris Peace Conference to represent and air their views in 1918 in promoting the quest for independence. The activists supported the fight for their freedom through contributing money and organizing patriotic rallies to create awareness to community members and seek support from the U.S government. Every generation of activists remained loyal to the course of liberation in Korea over the years. The activists had used President Wilson’s empathy to help Korea overcome Japanese oppression and sent a document declaring Korea independent. In the USA, activism was free, unlike in Korea, where the Japanese were ruthless and could not allow any form of activism until they couldn’t control it anymore (Richard, 2013). Koreans in America sought the intervention of the USA in Korea’s independence through peaceful protests.  They sacrificed money, even though they did not have much, to support military action in their motherland.
The Korean War (what was happening leading up to the war, how it started, why, how it “ended,” its impact to this day, how it affected the Korean people, etc.)
After Korea was divided into two different regions by World War II at the 38th parallel, the North Korean army invaded South Korea five years later. The USA intervened by fighting against North Korea and communist China and Russia joined to fight against the USA. Under the command of General Douglas MacArthur, the US Army managed to drive the North Korean soldiers past the 38th parallel. After years of fierce fighting, the two countries reached a status quo to restore the border at the 38th parallel to divide them to date. The aftermath of the war was devastating. The aftermath of the war was the loss of lives, destruction of property, and South Korea’s economy succumbed to war since the country was deeply destroyed. Through hardships of war, the people developed characters such as vitality and resilience despite the trauma they suffered. As such, South Koreans rooted their culture in their experience of war and suffering. The war led to extreme poverty which oversaw Koreans break their cultural chains and embrace expediency to ensure that they compete fairly for the scarce resources (Kyung-Koo, 2010).
Second Wave Korean immigration to the United States (who immigrated, why, how, what immigration policy exceptions enabled them to migrate, how the Korean War influenced each population’s migration, etc.)  
The second wave of Korean immigration occurred between 1950 and 1964. During the Korean War, the Soviet Union and USA tension led to the division of Korea into two countries. The anxiety contributed to massive immigration to the USA. The ideological conflict experienced in the cold war led to a worldwide calamity killing many people. This period saw a migration of 15,000 Koreans. The wave comprised of war brides, orphans, and approximately 27,000 people consisting of students and intellectuals (Ellen, 2015). For them to immigrate easily to the USA, McCarran, as well as Walter Act 1952, which had previously nullified Asian immigration, was banned, making Korean immigrants legible for USA citizenship. Children were given priority and were adopted by Christian families in the USA. Professionals like doctors and lawyers, who experienced racial segregation, being from a minor community in the USA.
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